MUNICIPAL .EMPLOYMENT OF UNEMPLOYED'
’ KEYNOTE AT HOBOES GATHERING f

Municipal rwernment of the un-
employed was the keynote of the ad-
dresses delivered last night at Hull
House to the Intsrnational Brother-
hood Association.

Lisut.-Gov. Barratt O0'Hara sug-
gested that the city inight conduet a
munict lee business and employ
the men in harvesting the ice. He
declared this would serve the double
purpose of giving work to the jobless
and furnishing ice to the poor in the
summer at reduced prices instead of
forcing them, because of the small
quantities they are able to buy, to
pay extortionate rates, as is the policy
of the trusts today.

After stating that he knew of
many worthy men and women con-
neécted with organized charity, the
lieutenant-governor criticized those
men who pay starvation wages to
men, wonien and children, and then,
from the profits they make from thst
underpayment, give money as coh-
tributions to charity.

He hopefully predicted a change In
working conditions in the near future
when men would not be found crush-
ing out the blood of working women
by paying less than a fiving wage, and
being heralded as great men because
they give some of that money to
charity.

Excoriating the preseat system
whereby working men are paid $12
on which to support themselves and
their families, he declared that It
farced the daughters into competi-
tion with the fathers and the broth-
ers, and that this condition was being
taken advantage of by the employers,

Mrs, Laufa Dainty Pelham of Hull
House said that all of the unemploy-
ed men in the city could be kept busy
for a long while to come In cleaning
up the city and cited the 15th ward
fn which she lives as capablé of fur-
nishing employment to men for a

g long while to come. She lkened

some of the alleys in that ward to,
the Alps.

Dr, Rufus White, chalrman of
Mayor Harrison's commission ap-
pointed more than a year ago to solve
the problem of the city's unamploy-
ed, defended the committee by stat-
ing that they had decided 1t was not
thelr work to secure positions for
joblese men, but to investigate the
conditions which render unemploy-
ment possible.

He also explained that the commit-
fee had prepared a bill to establish
am;élpymenl :g;:;du. and m same
to Springfield, but no one gone
there to lobby it through.

Y. J. Coburn spoke in a satirical
veln that falled to reach some of the
women in the andience, who mcoept-
ed the statements litemally. Mr. Co-
burn told how different millionalres
of bad built up thelr for-
tunes, hr industry and economy, and,
though his examples plainly demon-
strated that dishomesty was the in-
gredient used In the largest propor-
tion, failure to sﬁﬂaﬂlr state this
caused some of women to inter-
rupt the meeting and question him.

Mr. Coburn believes it is the duty
of the state to provide for the unem-
ployed as they do for the insane. He
advocates a fund being set aside,
from which a man out of employ~
ment may draw a falr wage until he
can be given employment.

Dr. J. H. Greer, who has been in-
vestigating labor conditions In Eng-
land, believed that England is in a
more deplorable condition than this
country from the standpoint of eco-
nomic injustice, but sounded the
waming that we are mapidly ap-
pmching the-game state. -

Alex Gustafson cxplained the
dnngers ‘that surnound the man out
of employment antd emphatically cor-
rected the muﬂmﬁl prevailing Im-
pression that the imemployed are the
people whe' do not want to work. He




